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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tae Nasim-i-Jounpore publishes an article headed * Flat- 
tery.” The writer mentions having seen it stated that the 
Emperor of China was highly incensed at his Commander-in- 
Chief for addressing a flattering letter to him, as he looked 
upon such conduct as criminal, and proceeds to say,—* God 
grant that this may reach the ears of our government of 
Hindustan, and having got-so far may be the means of abo- — 
lishing the baneful practice which prevails to such an extent 
among officers of all ranks.”” After remarking that it is par- 
ticularly noticeable in the Punjab—where not only flattering 
documents are presented, but whenever a person of rank 
or a zemindar seeks an interview, he never fails to take with 
him for presentation a dalee, consisting of fruits, &c.,—he pro~ 
ceeds to say,—‘ By this means during the tour of a District 
Officer many gifts are presented, while at Christmas time 
there may be seen piles of sweetmeats, fruits, &c., in the 
houses of the authorities: and although these things are gene- 
rally taken by the menials, still those who present them 
return home with the remark that under Sikh rule they were 
let off. by showin g a rupee; but that. now nothing under ten 
Or twenty rupees worth will get them a sight of the great 
man. § The naziranas. become the. perquisite (or. plunder) 
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of the peons and orderlies, but the poor people can never 
reach the presence of the officer, or make known their griev- 
ances, without giving them; for, if an ynfortunate happens to 
arrive at the door, the orderlies take good care that he does 
not gain admittance without paying a fee.” The writer sug- 
gests that a proclamation should be issued to all District Offi- 
cers, and sent to their houses for perusal, in order that they 
may always see and bear it in mind. 


The Akhbar-i-Alam, of the 16th January, discusses Eng- 
lish Courts of Law. The writer, while admitting that many 
of their rules and customs are excellent, both in the Civil and 
Criminal Courts, is of opinion that -those of the former re- 
quire amendment. Natives generally complain of the losses 
they are subjected to; that the costs of cases to plaintifis 
are so heavy, that they are frequently obliged to sell. their 
household property, far below its value, to satisfy these 
demands; and that there are instances when even this sacrifice 
is not sufficient, but the house above their heads is also sold 
to meet the expenses. ‘* If by a stroke of good luck a suitor 
is successful, he gets back his costs, but he never realizes the 
money expended upon the amlah, and other contingencies 
connected therewith. All the troubles and losses attending 
the case—which, if it lasts long, are not trifling—bear heavily 
on the plaintiff, and are not considered by the Court ; while 
the one who loses his case is at once ruined by the sale of his 
property, by a decree of Court, for less than half its value. 
Since the stamp duty has been increased, there has been a 


_ falling-off in the files of cases in Court, and only those who 
_ have no other alternative seek legal redress.” 


“ The fact is that a defendant frames all kinds of excuses, 
and to such an extent, that those whose duty it is to admi- 
nister justice, not being endowed with supernatural powers, 
cannot dive into the depths of falsehood ; the result: being 

that too often judgment is given in favour of the wrong man— 
the Judges béing completely overpowered by the plausible 


(a) 


evidence adduced. The Court possesses the moans of destroy- 
ing hundreds of good and respectable homes ; and the ruined 
have only God to protect them. There are many in Hindus-: 
tan who will give the English much well-deserved praise, but 
still there are. as ‘many who jastly complain of the. _ 
Court,” 


| The editor is of opinion that a reform is really necessary, 
and that the sooner it is effected the better. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 17th January, comments at some : 
length tipon: the evil habit said to prevail among some of 
the high officials of the District Courts of abusing their 
subordinates. The writer, after pointing out that abusive 
language being chiefly confined to the lowest class: cannot 
therefore be looked upon as worthy of imitation, proceeds to 
say,—‘* We hear general complaints of the prevalence of 
this bad practice; we also read of it in the papers; and 
it is at such times that we grieve to ask ourselves why 
those who indulge in it are looked up to as well-educated and 
civilized people ; whether their boasted civilization is unreal, 
or whether the falling-off is due to the air of this country. 
We hear of complaints against the authorities, viz., that they 
are in the habit of abusing those who are in subordinate posi- 
tions to them, those who have cases in Court before them, and 
others. We are aware that there are some worthless subor- 
dinates whose apathetic and careless conduct is enough to pro- 
voke a display of temper, and no doubt abuse is a sharp sword, 
but at the same time it not unfrequently cuts to the quick 
those who value their dignity and self-respect ; whereas, on 
the lower: orders, who have little or no self-respect, it falls 
harmless. ‘Therefore we say it is a great pity that any high 
Officer should defile his tongue by using foul language, 
especially when no good end can be served, for the -dignity 
ef the Court cannot possibly be increased. ‘by it. In fact, 
it only tends to lower the Court in the estimation of tives | 
who witness it, and to render it unenviably noterious far and 
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wide, We are not ignorant of the prevalence of this evil 
even in'‘the High Court——some officers going so far as to 
_ apply it to the vakils, who are generally considered a most 
respectable ‘class of men ; nor is the: respectabitity of plain- 
tiffs always considered sufficient to shield them from the 
evil. In short, as this isa great flaw, it is necessary that 
some amendment should be made ; it may be productive of 
tnuch evil if allowed to continue; and by working mischief 
in the hearts of the people, produce still more dangerous 
resul ts.”” oe ee 
The Malwah Akhbdér, of the 13th January, publishes 4 
lengthy article concerning the existing condition of Native 
Independent States, and those under Government rule, The 
writer considers that it is rather an advantage than otherwise 
that there are many Independent States, each endeavouring to 
surpass the other in importance : because “let the Chiefs of such 
be even bad, their very faults tend indirectly to benefit their 
dependants, as the revenue collected by them eomes sooner 
or later into use for the people. He goes on to say, that there 
are many Native States, however, under Government rule, in 
‘some of which the condition of the people is anything but 
satisfactory ; while the Chiefs of such States are consequently 
subject to considerable trouble: and, after enquiring what can 
be the reason, adds that sensible people attribute it to private 
quarrels and petty jealousies, by which friendship is broken, 
and enmity takes its place. He then proceeds to say, by way 
of example, that if a person wishes to oppress another, he can 
do so at will; as he knows full well that he has only to go 
over to a neighbouring Chief, whois at enmity with the one 
he has left, to obtain shelter and be secure from molestation—a 
course by which criminals not only escape the first punishment 
of their crimes, but receive protection, and even encourage- 
ment, This practice is condemned by the writer, who regrets 
that these chiefs should be so lost to the self-respect men in 
such high positions ought to feel, as the result can only bring | 
misery and ruin upon their dependants 4 while. those se | 
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have suffered at the hands of sheltered criminals, pine away 
their lives in grieving over the want of redress they suffer. 


‘He concludes by exhorting all Chiofs of Native States to — 
look more to the welfare of their people; to do by others as 
they would be done bys and especially to enter into an arrange 
ment among themselves to refrain from the injurious practice 
of receiving and sheltering in their territories offenders who 
are compelled by their crimes to abscond from neighbouring 
States; but to hand all such over to the proper authorities for 
punishment... 

The Benares A khbdr, of the 23 rd J anuary, referri ng to the 
disposal of the fund raised towards the Shakespear Memorial, 
proposes that it should be expended on the establishment of a 
School of Aris, to be called the “Shakespear School of Arts.” 
The writer proceeds to point out the great want of such a school; 
and enquires what is to become of all those who are now 
taught only to read and write; as unless they are taught . 
something beyond—some profession for ee will not 
be able to gain their living. He goes on to say,—“ We do not 
mean to assert that people are not to be taught to read and 
write, nor that they should each have a separate kind of work 
apportioned to them; but that they should be instructed so 
that, in addition to the ordinary knowledge of reading and writ- 

ing, they might acquire sufficient training in some profession, 
such as would enable them to adopt it to obtain a, livelihood. 
No doubt the evil deeds of 1857 were calculated to impress 
the world with the idea that we (Hindus) are naturally cruel 
and vicious; but the fight of 1857 was not the first of the 
kind. There were those of Martin Luther, Hamza, and Now- 
sherwan, and we may reasonably enquire why only Hindus- 
tanees have been classed among the most cruel and merciless | 
of mankind. The assassinations of Lord Mayo and Justice 
Norman, and the Wahabi intrigues, created much uneasiness, 
and led to the idea that there was discontent among the Maho- 
medans, who could not obtain service in Hindustan, because 
they were prime movers in the rebellion, and for the same 


A 
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yexson the Hindus were set down as unworthy of patronage ; 
but the truth is that the Mahomedans were alone to blame, as 


~~ their object ‘was the establishment of their rule in the coun- 


try. The Mahomedans of Qudh and Delhi succeeded in the 
mutiny in those cities, and the Musulman flag was unfurled at 
Allahabad ; but the Hindus only quarrelled and fought among 
themselves: they were not so bad as the Mahomedans. _Sitill, 


do what we will to remove the stigma, we are all classed 
together. 


While employment is being provided for Mahomedans, and 
schools established for them, we unfortunates are uncared for. 
In some instances Hindus have been lowered, and titles bes- 
towed upon Mahomedans. How true is the saying that—“ even 
God strikes down the poor and weak.” 


‘He concludes by pointing out the partiality shown by 
Government, and complains that while the Hindus are a neg- 
lected race, the Musalmans are enjoying undue favour ; and 
finally adduces the fact that, even on account of the latter, the 
Nagri character is not used in the Courts. 
tees eer’ (FOR BIGN). 


The Unde Akkbér, of the 16th January, under the lia 
“Baroda,” states that Bhow Scindia, late Dewan of that place, 
collected a sum of Rs. 80,000, which he placed in the bank 
‘of Gopal Rao Mural, and which has been. confiscated by order 
of the Maharajah Mulha Rao, and placed in his treasury. The 
| wife of the late Dewan has filed a plaint against the Maharajah 
and the Banker in the Bombay High Court. — The editor con- 
siders this fact indicative of the deadly enmity existing in the 
heart of the Maharajah towards the late Dewan, and that it 
would not be very surprising to find that he was implicated 


in his murder. He adds that the money a to be made 
‘over to the widow. 


os The same paper states that the Maharajah of Gwalior § 1s 
). busily engaged in the adoption of measures for the suppression 
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of dacoity in his territories ; the members of one band aie ae 


is said, been. already apprehended and executed. 


The Pattiala Akhbdr, of the 20th January, has been informed ® 2 


that the Rajah of Patun (a dependency of Jeypore) has $0 tho- 
roughly given himself up. to the seclusion of his zenana, that 
he is never seen out of it; and whatever he has to hear, or 


say, is all done through the agency of the females of his estab- 


lishment. The writer remarks that this must interfere mate- 
rially with the proper administration of the State, and lead to 
evil results. It is added that Lalla Thandee Ram Sahib, his 


Prime Minister, has been placed in confinement without fault, 


and directed to pay Rs. 1,000 into the treasury before he is” 


released. ‘‘ This piece of news,’’ says the writer, “ may possibly 
be exaggerated ; but there is no doubt that in some of the 
States of Rajpootana there is very great misrule, the Chiefs of 
such States having no care nor concern for the responsibility 
resting upon them, and they will some day have to answer to 


-ahigher power for all the hardshipe and — — 
upon the people under them. ” 


The Majmd-ul-Bahrdin, of the 19th J anuary, extracts from 
the Kushj-ul-Akhbdr a proclamation said to have been issued 


by ‘the Chief of Khyrpur in Sind, by beat of drum, directing — 


all true Mahomedans in his territories, on pain of punishment 


both here and hereafter, to conduct themselves more in accoyd- | 


ance with their true religion, and to conform to its rules, in 
dress, &c., more than they do at present. The proclamation 
also fixes upon all sirdars the responsibility of seeing that the 
orders of the proclamation are carried out ; while those who 
are in a position: to do soare directed’ to give alms, and. per- 
form the customary pilgrimages. 


ED UCATIONAL, 


‘The Nasm-i-Jounpore, of the 7th J anuary, makes the fol- 
lowing'remarks: :— On the 15th of December the examination 


- of scholars took place in the Zillah Sehool, Jounpore, on which — 


occasion only thirty where © Prema, We regret +0 obtarve this 
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falling-off in the school, and cannot but feel grieved for the peo- 
ple of Jounpore. Fifteen years ago Jounpore could bear com- 
parison with most districts in regard to the number of students 
who attended the school, both from the city and suburbs. Now 
that the Government has established a school, the students 
are deprived of the benefits of education which they used to 
enjoy. We cannot help thinking that this falling-off is due to 
the heavy fees exacted;—why should private free schools be 
abandoned for one in which fees are demanded ?” 

The Panjéb. Akhbar, of the 18th January, under the head- 
ing “ Good pay for educated Natives,” alludes to the determina- 
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to bestow upon 
Native students, who pass the Calcutta University Examina- 
tion, appointments of Rs.100 a month. The writer adds that — 
this act of generosity on the part of the Lieutenant-Governor — 
will afford great encouragement to education. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, of the 19th January, notices thatthe — 
better class of citizens of Ahmedabad have collected Rs. 35,000 
for the purpose of establishing a College of Arts. 

MISCELLANEOUS. | 

~ The Rozendmcha, of 16th January, alludes to the orders lately 
passed by the Oudh authorities directing the destruction of 
all trees surrounding wells inthe city. The writer points out 
that these trees being mostly peepul trees, which the Hindoos 
hold sacred, tend, and even build temples under, the order is 
especially hard upon them ; but they cannot remonstrate against 
the order of Government. At the same time he adds, as 
Government has never yet interfered with the prejudices of 
caste and creed, but has always regarded them, it is hoped. 
that this order may be cancelled. He concludes with a hint 
that Section 295 of the Penal Code prohibits this destruction 
of trees, and by suggesting that if the Hindus were ordered to 
close the wells, so as to leave only a sufficient aperture for a 
bucket to pass through, all that is necessary would be effected : 
the trees would then be saved from destruction , and the peo- 
ple would bless the Government. 


(' a"). 


The Koh-i-Nir, of the 18th J anuary, publishes the complaint 
- ofa correspondent at Ghazeeabad concerning the ‘frequency of 
thefts at that place. The writer describes the state of things 
as °° rivalling Peshawur.”” Within a week there have been 
two'cases of theft—one sufferer being a Babu employed in the 


Telegraph Office, who lost Rs. 100; the other, a malee, who had 


a quilt taken forcibly from him, and a quantity of other pro- 
perty from his house. The writer adds that the sufferers cry 
for. redress, and its seems strange that in such a well-ordered 
place redress is not to be had. He conctudes by directing the 
attention of the: authorities to the matter. — 


The Akhbar-i-Anjumdn-i-Hind, of the 22nd January, com- | 
ments upon an order passed by one Moonshee Mahomed Ahmed. 


Khan, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Gondah, directing that 


vakils should- not be provided with chairs in Court. The — 


writer thinks it probable that the Extra Assistant Commissioner 


is unaware of the respectability and position of vakils, or he — 


would never have. passed. the order. He goes on to say,— 


‘¢ They have always been allowed chairs by other officers, and | 


even the Chief Commissioner of Oudh allows the privileze— 


the only proviso: being that when they argué cases they do 


so standing, which is customary with Europeans in high places, 
viz., when a speech or address is delivered, it isdone in a stand- 
ing position.”” The writer concludes by expressing his convic- 
tion that this order will very soon be rescinded by higher 
authority.’ The petition of the vakils is published together 
with the reply of the Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
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